
FOLSOM CORDOVA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Folsom High School 2019-2020 

COURSE EXPECTATIONS 
 
COURSE:  Chemistry 
INSTRUCTOR:  Mr. Zachary Kamine 
PHONE:  (916) 294-2400 ext. 415273  
EMAIL:  zkamine@fcusd.org 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  Chemistry is the second course in the California Next Generation Science Standards (CA NGSS) Three 
Course Model and includes Disciplinary Core Ideas related to Physical Science and integrates a selection of the Earth and Space Science 
concepts. This course also incorporates the eight Science and Engineering Practices and seven Crosscutting Concepts related to the 
NGSS. In this course, students will explore the structure and properties of matter, conservation and transfer of energy, chemical 
reactions and processes in everyday life, nuclear processes and chemical changes in Earth systems. Engineering Core Ideas are used to 
explore applications of chemistry concepts. Students apply algebraic processes to describe and predict phenomena. This course meets 
the UC, Subject d Chemistry Lab Science requirement and the FCUSD graduation requirement for Physical Science. 
 
EQUAL OPPORTUNITY:  The Folsom High School program is committed to equal opportunity for all individuals.  Activities shall be 
free from discrimination based on gender, race, color, religion, national origin, ethnic group, marital or parental status, physical or 
mental disability or any other unlawful consideration. 
 
HOMEWORK:  Homework will be assigned as necessary for content mastery and is due the next day unless otherwise stated.  
However, I expect that students will also study and review class work as needed to ensure their success in the course.  Homework will 
consist of finishing in class assignments, reading, problem-solving, internet searches, use of online resources or apps, and written 
assignments.  Homework is posted every Friday on the weekly agenda for the following week and will be posted to Google Classroom 
daily.  Students may write it in their PAWSPORT or planner or take a photo of the agenda.  *Please note that Internet Access is 
required to complete some assignments.  Students without access at home may travel to class or the library during 
PAWS to use school computers to complete online assignments. 
 
TESTS:  Tests will be given at the end of each chapter or major unit of study.  Short quizzes will be given periodically with or without 
notice.  Comprehensive final exams will be administered at the end of each semester on all concepts studied that semester.  
  
METHOD OF EVALUATION:  Grades will be calculated according to a weighted point system with 50% of the grade based on 
tests, quizzes, and other assessments and 50% of the grade based on class work, homework, lab work, and projects.  Projects vary 
depending upon the amount of time and effort needed to successfully complete them and are due on or before (but not after) the 
due date.  Points will be used to calculate the semester grade.  The first and third quarter grades represent grades in progress.  Grades 
will be updated at least once a month, and can be checked via Power School Parent Portal.  The grade breakdown is as follows: 
 A= 90-100% 
 B= 80-89% 
 C= 70-79% 
 D= 60-69% 
 F= <59% 
 
MATERIALS:  Please bring the following materials to class every day: 

 Regular class materials (binder or notebook, pen and pencil, highlighter, etc.) 
 Bound graph paper to be used as your Chemistry lab journal only! 

 Scientific Calculator 

 PAWSPORT (especially need The Periodic Table of the Elements in the back cover) 
 We recognize that many families wish to provide supplies for their own student or donate materials to the school and are 

welcome to do so at any time. The supplies listed are suggested materials and are not required of any student or family to fully 
participate in the school’s academic program. All required materials and supplies will be provided by schools to students at no 
cost. 

 
TEXTBOOK/MATERIALS RESPONSIBILITY: Students are responsible for the replacement costs of any school property they lose 
or damage.  The replacement cost for The World of Chemistry is $70.  Lab equipment cost is determined per item and is based on 
current catalogue list prices. 
 
DONATIONS:  State law does not allow school districts to charge fees to students for educational activities; many of our programs rely 
on financial contributions from participating families. Please know that a donation is not required to participate, and families that 
choose to contribute may do so at any amount. A suggested donation can help sustain school wide programs.  
  
 

mailto:zkamine@fcusd.org


ATTENDANCE/TARDIES:  Since this is a hands-on class, it is especially important that students are in class on time, ready to work 
each day.  The seven-minute passing period is sufficient to take care of most personal needs.  You will receive two favors each semester 
to use for personal reasons (ex. tardy, bathroom, drinking fountain).  After you have used both favors, any time you are out of the 
classroom for personal reasons will count as a tardy with consequences.  Unused favors are redeemable at the end of the semester for 5 
points each toward your academic grade.  Favors may only be used by the student to whom they were issued.  Students must have their 
PAWSPORT to use a favor!  If a student has an ongoing health problem that requires them to leave class, parents should send a doctor’s 
note as soon as possible.  See page 33 of PAWSPORT. 
 
Consequences for tardies are: 
 1st tardy    FAVOR #1  
 2nd tardy   FAVOR #2  
 3rd tardy   30 minute detention and parent contact suggested 
 4th tardy   50 minute detention and parent contact required 

5th tardy   50 minute detention and parent contact required 
6th tardy   Saturday School 
7th tardy   Saturday School 

 
 
CITIZENSHIP:  Grades shall be assigned by each teacher. These marks set behavior standards that describe an appropriate 
educational environment for all students. See PAWSPORT (page 17) for marking system. 
 
MAKE-UPS:  Late work is not accepted for reasons other than an excused absence.  Students who are absent the day an assignment is 
due must turn the assignment in the day they return.  Students are responsible for all work missed during an excused absence and must 
make-up work within three days after a one day absence.  For extended absences, students must have a written plan for make-up work 
signed and approved by me within three days of your return to class, including arrangements for missed tests and labs.  Missed 
quizzes or tests will be taken in class immediately upon return, as advance notice will be given for all major tests and 
quizzes. Likewise, projects are due on or before (but not after) the due date, regardless if a student is present or not. 
Arrangement to make up labs or activities must be made within 3 days of your return.  Lab make-ups must be done during PAWS, not 
during class time.  No make-ups will be given if you miss your make-up appointment.  If the work missed includes a lab that cannot be 
made up, an alternative activity of equal value will be assigned.  IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO MAKE UP ALL WORK!! 
 
When you are absent and return following an absence: 
1.  Check Google Classroom for the daily agenda for all work, assignments, activities, and homework missed. 
2.  Obtain any missed handouts from the handouts area as you walk in the door. 
3.  See me outside of class if you have questions. 
4.  Complete the work missed during your absence as homework. 
5.  In a box at the top of the assignment, write the dates you were absent and when you are turning in work. 
6.  Turn work into the INBOX to be graded. 
7.  Make up quizzes/tests will be taken in class immediately upon return. 
8.  Make appointment to make-up labs or activities in PAWS.  
 
EXTRA CREDIT:  Extra credit will be available on a limited basis.  Examples include FAVORS, PAWS Lab TAs, and attendance at 
science related event with documentation and follow-up reflection, as well as content specific assignments available to all students.  
Individual extra credit will not be available. 
 
SCHOOL RULES:  Campus rules and policies in the PAWSPORT will be adhered to in this classroom; see appropriate pages for a 
detailed list.  Remember that no food, drink, or gum will be allowed; all iPods, cell phones and accessories must be turned off and 
placed out of sight during class unless specifically directed by teacher to use for instruction; and all staff will be enforcing the school 
dress code throughout the entire school day. 
 
ACADEMIC DISHONESTY/PLAGIARISM:  In order to encourage students to follow our Academic Honesty Policy (see page 21 in 
PAWSport), Folsom High School is implementing Turnitin.com, an originality-checking software program.  All grade levels (9-12) 
across the disciplines will have access to use Turnitin.com as an educational tool to help support academic accountability. For further 
information related to our Academic Honesty Policy, please review the PAWSport. Use of cell phone or watches with data access during 
quiz, test or exams is prohibited and will be considered a violation of the Academic Honesty Policy.  All cell phone, watches or other data 
devices must be turned off and put away in the hanging pocket chart during all assessments. 
 
 
 



 CHEMISTRY Laboratory Safety Procedures 
 

In Chemistry, you will frequently perform laboratory activities.  While no human activity is completely risk free, if you use common 
sense and a bit of chemical sense, you will encounter no problems.  The following are laboratory safety procedures that are essential to 
this class.  They are to be followed at all times, with no exceptions.  Violations of these may result in detention, loss of lab privileges, 
class suspension, and/or school suspension. 
 
General: 
1. Horseplay or practical jokes of any kind will not be tolerated. 
2. Perform laboratory work only when a teacher is present.  Unauthorized or unsupervised laboratory experimenting is not allowed. 
3. Experiments should never be assumed to be free of safety hazards just because they are printed. 
4. Maintain a clean and well-kept laboratory area. 
5. Keep pathways clear by placing extra items (books, bags, etc.) out of the way where they cannot be stepped on. 
6. Do not lean on or sit on the lab tables. 
7. Avoid unnecessary movement and talk in the laboratory. 
8. Walk, never run in the classroom, especially when transporting chemicals. 
9. Notify the teacher IMMEDIATELY if any accident should occur. 
10. Ensure you are fully aware of the emergency evacuation procedure. 
 
Equipment, Chemicals & Environment: 
1. Goggles will be worn correctly by all during labs. 
2. Use heat safety items such as safety tongs, gloves, etc. 
3. All work surfaces in the lab should be thoroughly cleaned after each use, as should all lab equipment. 
4. Fume hoods should be used in activities involving flammable or toxic fumes. 
5. Check chemical labels twice to make sure you have the correct substance.  Some chemical formulas and names may differ by only a 

letter or a number. 
6. Do not return excess material to its original container unless authorized by your teacher. 
7. Broken or chipped glassware should not be used.  Notify the teacher. 
8. When heating materials by means of a flame, glassware should be protected from direct flame contact through the use of wire 

gauze. 
9. When discarding used chemicals, carefully follow the instructions provided. 
10. Return equipment, chemicals, and goggles to their designated locations. 
11. Before leaving the lab, ensure that gas lines and water faucets are shut off. 
12. Leave your work station clean and in good order before leaving the laboratory. 
13. Do not leave your assigned laboratory station without permission of the teacher. 
14. All students should know the location of fire extinguishers and blankets, eyewash fountains, first-aid kits, and exits. 
15. Never allow the open end of a test tube to be pointed toward anyone. 
16. Broken glass and other waste materials in the sink should be promptly removed as it presents a serious hazard. 
17. If a piece of equipment is not working, report the issue to the teacher right away. Do not try to repair an equipment problem on 

your own. 
 
Personal: 
1. Student’s attitude toward safety is imperative.  Students should not fear doing experiments, but should respect them for potential 

hazards. 
2. Know what you are doing by reading the assigned experiment before you start to work. Pay close attention to any cautions 

described in the laboratory exercises. 
3. Confine long hair and loose clothing.  Wear closed-toed shoes to lab, no sandals. 
4. All persons engaged in or observing science activities involving potential hazards to the eye must wear proper eye protection 

devices. 
5. Never eat or drink in the lab or from lab equipment. 
6. Exercise great care in noting odors or fumes; use a waving of the hand motion. 
7. If in doubt, ASK!! 
 
I have read the above science laboratory rules and regulations, and I agree to follow them during any science course, investigation, or 
activity.  I acknowledge that these rules are necessary to prevent accidents and to ensure my own safety and the safety of others around 
me.  I will follow any additional instructions given by my instructor.  I understand that I may ask my instructor at any time about the 
rules and regulations if they are not clear to me.  My failure to follow these science laboratory rules and regulations may result in 
discipline. 
 
__________________________________   _________________________________   

         Student Printed Name        Class & Period 
 
__________________________________   _________________________________   

       Student Signature & Date                   Parent/Guardian Signature & Date 
  

 
 
 

  



FOLSOM CORDOVA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Folsom High School 2019-2020 

COURSE EXPECTATIONS & SAFETY CONTRACT 
 
COURSE:  Chemistry 
INSTRUCTOR:  Mr. Zachary Kamine 
PHONE:  (916) 294-2400 ext. 415273 
EMAIL:  zkamine@fcusd.org  
 
To the Student & Family:  The Course Expectations for Chemistry are located on the teacher webpage.  Please review them via the 
Folsom High School website, Teacher Websites, and the teacher’s name.  Please sign below indicating that you have reviewed course 
expectations, grading policies, and lab safety procedures with your student.  Thank you for returning this form.  I appreciate 
your time and support.  Please feel free to email your students teacher if you have any questions or if you would prefer a paper copy of 
the Course Expectations. 
 
STUDENT: 
Student Name & PERIOD (PRINT)      ____ Chemistry # (assigned by teacher)    
 
Last Science class          Grade in last Science class     
 
Last Math class          Grade in last Math class     
 
Do you have internet access at home?  yes / no 
 
Do you have access to a smart device while on campus?  yes / no 
 
Please read and initial the following: 
 

____I have reviewed the grading policy and understand the weighted grading system for this class. 
 
____I have reviewed the safety rules and procedures and agree to follow all instructions. 
 
____I agree to conduct myself in a responsible manner at all times, engaging fully in the learning process (ear buds 
off, cell phones put away, attending to my own learning and the learning of others around me). 

 
 
Student Signature & Date       _____       
 
 
PARENT/GUARDIAN: 
Parent/Guardian Name (PRINT)      ____________      
 
Parent/Guardian Signature & Date             
 
Parent preferred contact phone number             
 
Parent preferred e-mail address              
 
 
Parents, please tell me something nice about your child: 
 
 
 
 
 
Please indicate if your child has any special needs (IEP/504/Vision, Hearing or Attention Issues/Allergies/Medical 
Issues/other concerns): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DONATIONS:  Interested in making an additional donation to our very costly classroom?  The following items would be 
appreciated any time throughout the school year:  graph paper, college ruled binder paper, printer paper, rulers, pens, pencils, erasers, 
whiteboard markers, whiteboards, scientific calculators, paper towels, tissues, Ziplock bags, Clorox wipes, as well as any chemistry lab 
equipment. 
 
If making a donation to the class, please make check out to Folsom High School.  Cash donations will be accepted 
at Student Accounts and a receipt given to your child. 
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